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The Indigo Art Museum 
Spreads its Wings

The Indigo Exchange: A Global Conversation

[Place, Date]: Arvind Limited, a pioneer and industry leader in the denim industry in India and globally, 
unveils the Indigo Art Museum at the prestigious Kingpins Show in Amsterdam, taking place from April 
24th to 25th, 2024. For the first time ever, a major denim mill with a rich heritage is making history by 
conceptualising and launching a museum dedicated to the indigo dye. 

The Indigo Art Museum is a groundbreaking institution dedicated to exploring the rich history, artistic 
expression, and diverse applications of indigo. By partnering with Kingpins in Amsterdam, a hub for 
denim enthusiasts, Arvind offers a unique opportunity for the global denim community to experience 
the magic of indigo firsthand through the Museum. 

The Indigo Art Museum transcends mere exhibition; it's a vibrant platform for exploration that has 
brought together various artists through the medium of indigo. The loan of "Birds of a Feather Flock 
Together" by renowned Indian artist Amit Ambalal exemplifies this.
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© 2024 Indigo Art Museum, Amit Ambalal’s ‘Birds of a Feather Flock Together’ displayed at the Lalbaug Estate, Ahmedabad

‘Birds of a Feather Flock Together’

This captivating artwork highlights the versatility of indigo. By combining dyed fabric with wire mesh 
and resin, the artist creates a dynamic interplay of texture and colour, showcasing a refreshing 
approach to using this ancient dye. In talking about this artwork, the artist says, “I have a special 
fascination for crows. Mainly because of their intellect and sharp alert movements. Collectively they 
are sometimes aggressive and act as performers.” The artist melds his experiences of working with 
indigo and his encounters with crows in this artwork.

Born in 1943, in Ahmedabad, Amit Ambalal qualified in Arts, Commerce and Law. A self-taught artist 
he joined the family business before taking up painting full time in 1979. Amit Ambalal’s engagement 
with the arts extend to a wide ground of historical research, documentation and collection and his 
particular interest in the Nathdwara School of Painting which has also inspired him in his own work.

From Ancient Dye to Modern Muse

The Indigo Art Museum delves into the fascinating story of indigo, tracing its journey from its origins to 
its role in global trade routes, its symbolic significance in various cultures to experimentation and 
exploration. The museum envisions itself as a “living museum”, a laboratory of ideas and practices that 
offers a glimpse into the enduring power of this remarkable dye through explorations with indigo in 
various materials in its modern context. The permanent collection of the Museum in Ahmedabad 
features installations, sculptures and paintings by acclaimed artists from across the globe including 
Amit Ambalal, Annie Morris, Idris Khan, Alwar Balasubramaniam, Manisha Parekh, Nalini Malani, 
Aboubakar Fofana, Alicja Kwade, and Shihoko Fukomoto, among others.
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Kingpins: A Global Denim Community

The Museum’s collaboration with Kingpins fosters a dialogue between the timeless legacy of indigo 
and its vibrant presence in the contemporary world of denim. Kingpins celebrates innovation in the 
denim industry and those pushing the boundaries of design with this timeless dye.

Beyond Exhibitions: A Commitment to Indigo’s Future

The Indigo Art Museum is a global first: a museum dedicated to a single material, showcasing its 
myriad expressions across art, design, fashion, and history. 

The museum aims to cultivate a vibrant ecosystem that breathes new life into this ancient dye by 
connecting artists, laboratories, manufacturers, and farmers. It is a story of continuing innovation 
through artist residencies, collaborations, workshops, and educational programs.

The Indigo Art Museum invites artists, designers, artisans, weavers, dyers, historians, storytellers, 
explorers and creative minds from all fields to collaborate with us and experience the legacy of indigo. 
Immerse yourself in the fascinating story of this remarkable dye, discover its history, explore its artistic 
possibilities, and ignite your creative spirit.
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Arvind’s story is deeply intertwined with indigo. Arvind is a pioneer of indigo-dyed denim production in 
India (becoming the world’s third-largest producer by 1991) and a witnesses to the rich history this dye 
holds.

Indigo’s significance extends far beyond its vibrant hue. As a material, natural indigo captures the vast 
linkages of regional and international trade since Harappan civilization to the present, and in India, its 
story is intricately woven with India’s fight for freedom. The Indigo Revolts, sparked by unfair treatment 
of farmers during colonial rule, became a pivotal chapter in our independence movement. Arvind’s own 
history reflects this connection. Founded in solidarity with Gandhi’s Swadeshi movement, Arvind has 
always championed Indian-made, high-quality textiles – a commitment that continues to define us 
today.

Arvind: A legacy 
steeped in Indigo
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The Indigo Art Museum unveils the rich tapestry of indigo dye, delving deep into its fascinating history 
and celebrating its global influence on trade, cultural exchange, and artistic expression. Through art, 
design, research, education, and immersive experiences, the museum ignites a passion for indigo, 
fostering appreciation for its enduring legacy and limitless creative potential. More than a historical 
archive, the museum brings indigo's legacy to life, sparking conversations and encouraging 
innovation. This unique focus on a single material – indigo – reveals its incredible versatility and vast 
expressions, transforming it from a distant memory into a vibrant, ever-evolving exploration. The 
museum isn't just about the past; it's a dynamic space for experimentation, ensuring indigo's legacy 
remains a vibrant thread in our cultural tapestry.

What we do

We are a unique world museum in Ahmedabad establishing India’s most comprehensive collection of 
Indigo artworks.

We exist as a living museum such that artisans, artists, designers and technologists work together to 
showcase the past, the present and the future of the indigo dye.

We offer an experimental space, a laboratory of ideas and practices and a platform to all makers for 
exploration of indigo beyond just textiles through innovation and creativity.

We foster an environment of co-creation and knowledge exchange through collaborations and public 
programs.

We trace the artistic journey of indigo, from traditional techniques perfected over centuries to 
contemporary masterpieces pushing the boundaries of creative expression. The Indigo Art Museum 
offers a glimpse into the enduring power of this remarkable dye.

Indigo Art Museum: A Beacon 
for everything Indigo
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A Commitment to Heritage and Innovation

Located in Ahmedabad, the museum's location reflects Arvind's deep roots in India's textile industry. 
Indigo has been instrumental in Arvind Limited’s growth story. This museum represents Arvind’s 
commitment to not only preserving the traditional art of indigo but also fostering its evolution in the 
modern world.
 
The Indigo Art Museum initiative is supported by the Arvind Indigo Foundation, a not-for-profit 
institution established in 2021 to promote and preserve the history, culture, and art of Indigo and other 
natural dyes and promote innovation and experimentation through their use in contemporary art and 
design.

The Foundation

Indigo Art Museum, Press Kit, 2024 06



Disclaimer for photos:

Permission to reproduce these images is granted solely for use in non-commercial press coverage of 
the Indigo Art Museum. All reproductions must be accompanied by each image credit as noted and 
cannot be cropped, detailed, overprinted or altered.

‘Divine Sky’ 

by Aboubakar Fofana

Natural indigo dyed Fabric

‘Skyground’ 

by Alicja Kwade

Stone, Felt and Natural indigo

Untitled 

by Alwar Balasubramaniam

Natural indigo pigments and Earth on Canvas

‘Birds of a feather flock together’

by Amit Ambalal

Wire mesh, Fabric, Resin and Natural indigo

‘Earth’ 

by Alwar Balasubramaniam

Resin, Paint and Natural indigo

Untitled

by Bhagyashree Suthar 

Natural indigo pigment, Pen and Ink on Paper

‘Impact’

by Kavin Mehta 

Wood and Natural indigo

File Name: IAM_Aboubakar Fofana_01

File Name: IIAM_Alicja Kwade_01

File Name: IAM_Alwar Balasubramaniam_01

File Name: IAM_Alwar Balasubramaniam_02

File Name: IAM_Amit Ambalal_01

File Name: IAM_Bhagyasree Suthar_01

File Name: IAM_Kavin Mehta_01

Artwork Images
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Untitled

by Kavin Mehta 

Stone and Natural indigo

‘Inside .02’

by Kavin Mehta 

Stone and Natural indigo

Untitled

by Manish Nai

Aluminium and Natural indigo

Untitled

by Manisha Parekh

Aluminium and Natural indigo

‘Nature construct -deconstruct’

by Nibha Sikander

Paper and Natural indigo

Untitled

by Priya Ravish Mehra

Paper pulp, Fabric and Natural indigo

Untitled

by Manish Nai

Natural indigo, Jute cloth, Paper and Paint on 

Canvas

‘Essence’

by Shola Carletti

Natural indigo pigment and Epoxy

File Name: IAM_Kavin Mehta_02

File Name: IAM_Kavin Mehta_03

File Name: IAM_Manish Nai_01

File Name: IAM_Manish Nai_02

File Name: IAM_Manisha Parekh_01

File Name: IAM_Nibha Sikander_01

File Name: IAM_Nibha Sikander_02

File Name: IAM_Priya Ravish Mehra_01

File Name: IAM_Shola Carletti_01

Artwork Images
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Disclaimer for logo use:

Permission to use the logo is granted solely for use in non-commercial press coverage of the Indigo Art 
Museum. The logo included in this press kit is the exclusive property of Indigo Art Museum. Any 
unauthorized use, reproduction, or modification is strictly prohibited. It is provided solely for the 
purpose of representing Indigo Art Museum and its offerings in press materials. Please ensure that any 
use of the logo adheres to our branding guidelines and seek permission from Indigo Art Museum for 
any additional usage. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

Our Identity

Indigo Art Museum Stacked Logo (Primary) Logo clearspace guide

Indigo Art Museum Horizontal Logo (Secondary)
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Click to Download Press Kit Images

Note to the Press

We request that once published, kindly share the link or a copy along with 
relevant visuals using the press kit provided at info@indigoartmuseum.org

For general inquiry : info@indigoartmuseum.org

For artist inquiry : connect@indigoartmuseum.org
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https://arvindgroup-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/indigo_projects_arvind_in/Emf5TYmcofVGidGaGJTMkOMBIalN90gZ_NWiU1cf1MOYMg?e=aEhIXb


Lalbaug,

Shahibaug, near Shahibaug Underpass

Ahmedabad – 380004

Gujarat, India 

indigoartmuseum.org


